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 T
he new EU tyre label 
provides information 
on wet grip, rolling re-
sistance and driving 
noise. The labelling is 
intended to give buyers 

a quick overview of specific 
tyre characteristics. However, 
characteristics such as hand-
ling on dry roads and aquapla-
ning performance are not ta-
ken into account. Only a tyre 
test can provide these numbers. 

Nevertheless, some manu-
facturers have upgraded their 
van and light truck tyres with 
an eye for this label; good val-
ues in optimistic green bars 
fuel sales. But how reliable is 
this information really? 

promobil put it to the test. 
The proven Michelin Agilis has 
been overhauled and now fea-

tures significantly better wet 
grip coupled with reduced roll-
ing resistance as the Agilis plus. 
And, according to Michelin, this 
has been accomplished without 
noticeably compromising dura-
bility.

This is accompanied by the 
Agilis Camping from the same 
company and optimised for 
motorhomes; it focuses less on 
fuel economy, preferring robust 
longevity and a wide range of 
applications instead. In addi-
tion, the tyre wall also features 
an M+S logo, which, at least as 
a formality, lends the tyre a cer-
tain suitability for winter condi-
tions. High load reserves and 
driving stability thanks to a re-
inforced structure set this CP 
series of tyres apart. These are 
characteristics that the equally 

DuCato summer tyres tested under the sun and in inclement weather. 
Which does best? Does the new EU tyre labelling help with purchasing decisions?

well-proven Conti Vanco Camp-
er shares. Neither the CP tyres 
from Conti nor the camper tyres 
from Michelin required any sort 
of upgrades to meet showy val-
ues on a label. Both were al-
ready natural paragons of great 
wet weather characteristics 
right from the manufacturer. 

The Hankook Vantra LT, in 
contrast, is a newcomer to the 
market. It also wants to make a 
name for itself with low rolling 
resistance and optimal wet and 
dry weather performance. Like 
the GT Radial Maxmiler EX 
with a similar summer tread, it 
also bears an M+S logo, as is 

BanDs of ruBBer

Nothing works 
without a little 
elbow grease: 
Testing re-
quired the 
mounting and 
removal of 
more than 60 
tyres.
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Not just objective criteria: Impressions 
from the test driver also count.

In order to achieve reproduci-
ble results in tyre tests, the pro-
mobil team relies on dependa-
ble measuring approaches and 
professional testing methods. 
One of the most cutting-edge 

tyre test tracks in the world, the 
Contidrom near Hanover, is 
used for testing. The track situ-
ated in the idyllic Lüneburg He-
ath has, in addition to various 
tracks for dry handling, comfort 

testing and a high-
speed oval, extensive 
testing options for de-
termining tyre cha-
racteristics on wet 
driving surfaces. A 
300 metre long test 
hall is a new addition; 
a fully automated set-
up allows unmanned 
vehicles to accelerate 
to up to 120 km/h 
and then brake on 
different road sur-
faces with standardi-
sed paving types  
using a braking robot.

How promoBil tests

The tested tyres are also available in other sizes and load capaci-
ties in some cases. However, due to potential differences  
in composition, tread and substrate, the test results may not always 
carry over in every respect. 

formats: wHo Delivers wHat?

 

195/65 R 16 C 104 – • – • • •

205/65 R 16 C 103 – • – • • •

215/65 R 16 C 109 – • – • • •

225/65 R 16 C/CP 112 – • • • • •

235/65 R 16 C/CP 115 • • – • • •

195/70 R 15 C 104 – • – • • •

205/70 R 15 C 106 – • – • • •

215/70 R 15 C/CP 109 • • • • • •

225/70 R 15 C 112 – • – • • •

185/75 R 16 C 104 – • – • • •

195/75 R 16 C/CP 107 • • • • • •

205/75 R 16 C 109 – • – • • •

215/75 R 16 C/CP 113 • • • • • •

225/75 R 16 C 116 • • • – • –
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Swapping 
continuous-
ly: Each se-
ries of mea-
surements 
required the 
tyres be 
changed. By 
the end of 
testing, the 
tyres on the 
Ducatos 
had been 
changed up 
to 18 times.

preferred in overseas markets. 
The affordable Marangoni E-
Comm from Italy promises 
driving characteristics like 
those of a car. It, too, starts 
with state-of-the-art tread, du-
rable walls and nominal  
EU label values.

The label values alone are 
not much help in detecting 
substantial differences. Real-
world testing, on the other 
hand, reveals a more nuanced 
picture. If dry braking from 100 

km/h sets the difference be-
tween the best and worst tyres 
with a reasonable value of 
three metres – the GT Radial 
and Conti take the lead with 
about 43.7 metres in this case 
while the Michelin Agilis 
Camping foots the bill for  
its M+S marking with 46.7 
metres – then wet road condi-
tions separate the wheat from 
the chaff. These are the condi-
tions where the new Hankook 
Vantra showcases its ability 
to dig into the asphalt for 
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In detaIl: The resulTs of dry TesTing

 Those who brake, lose. And what they 
lose is speed. The faster the braking, 

the better and the safer it is. Short  
braking distances on dry roads have  
more relevance for safety than luxury, 
rolling resistance, fuel economy or ride 
comfort for this reason. Driving stability 
during dynamic lane changes is evalua-
ted on equal terms. This involves moving  
the vehicle over one lane at motorway 
speeds with a spirited twist of the 
steering wheel. The steering response,  
vehicle balance and thus the safety  
of the tyre design is evaluated here. 
The assessment under these conditions 
is only subjective. None of the tested 
tyres showed signs of serious weak-
nesses during driving dynamics tests on 
dry asphalt or static tests in the Conti 
laboratory.

 

• BrakIng performance
ABS full braking 100–0 km/h on dry asphalt. 
Average of ten valid attempts. 

• exterIor noIse
Driving noise of the tyres on ISO standard  
asphalt with engine switched off at 80 km/h.

• rollIng resIstance
Power input of four wheels with loaded vehicle,  
80 km/h and 3.2 bar of tyre pressure. 

• HandlIng
Subjective evaluation of tyre response  
during lane changing at up to 120 km/h. 

• tyre weIgHt
Weight of the test tyres when new.  
Weight specified without wheel; no rating. 

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 43,8 m
Michelin Agilis Camping 46,7 m
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 43,6 m
Hankook Vantra 44,4 m
Marangoni E-Comm 45,3 m
Michelin Agilis + 46,4 m

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 71,7 db(A)
Michelin Agilis Camping 72,7 db(A)
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 72,8 db(A)
Hankook Vantra 72,1 db(A)
Marangoni E-Comm 73,4 db(A)
Michelin Agilis + 73,0 db(A)

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 10,9 PS
Michelin Agilis Camping 10,2 PS
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 10,4 PS
Hankook Vantra 10,7 PS
Marangoni E-Comm 11,0 PS 
Michelin Agilis + 9,2 PS

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 8
Michelin Agilis Camping 9
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 8
Hankook Vantra 9
Marangoni E-Comm 8
Michelin Agilis + 9

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 13,4 kg
Michelin Agilis Camping 12,7 kg
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 13,0 kg
Hankook Vantra 14,4 kg
Marangoni E-Comm 13,7 kg
Michelin Agilis + 12,9 kg

Rating:     good     average     unsatisfactory   (see rating table on Page 6)

values are significantly below 
the numbers posted by the 
competition according to pro-
mobil measurements. 

This is an advantage that 
may be most noticeable on 
slim campers. Drivers of inte-
grated or alcove motorhomes 
will likely not see much benefit 
due to the high air resistance of 
their vehicles. The fact is, any-
one purchasing tyres using just 
the label will have a hard time 

finding the right tyres for their 
vehicle. The ranking is clear in 
the promobil test: The best tyre 
under wet conditions and not 
impeded in the dry, the new 
Hankook is clearly the winner 
despite the increased rolling  
resistance, receiving a mark of 
“very good” – even if by the 
slimmest margin. 

The GT Radial is a some-
what distant second with well-
balanced wet and dry weather 

grip and brings the Ducato to a 
stop from 80 km/h after just 
32.8 metres. The van equipped 
with Marangoni tyres needed 
more than eight metres more 
braking distance. 

That is far too much. A safe-
ty risk that the EU tyre label 
should list as a warning. But it 
does not; both tyres are classi-
fied as equals by the manufac-
turers, with a “C” in wet grip. 

Information on rolling re-
sistance also finds a prominent 
position on the new tyre label. 
This is a variable that directly 
influences fuel consumption 
for vans and motorhomes. 
Most van and light truck tyres 
are in Category E due to their 
high load capacity. The new 
Agilis plus is an exception: 
Michelin says it meets the spec-
ifications for Category C. Justi-
fiably so: Its rolling resistance 
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Thiemo Fleck

commentary

In detaIl: The TesT resulTs on weT asphalT

 All of the tyres should be able to provi-
de good and, in particular, safe perfor-

mance under dry road conditions. The 
most important disciplines for summer 
tyres, however, stem from performance in 
wet conditions. Skidding means losing. 
Braking distance alone is worth a signifi-
cant 30 percent of the wet rating. Any 
tyre that falters here has no chance of a 
good test mark. In addition, aquaplaning 
tests, each divided into lengthwise and 
crosswise performance, provide informa-
tion about tyre response under conditions 
such as driving through deep ruts. The 
value for critical aquaplaning velocity de-
monstrates the respective safety margins 
for the tyres. For optimal repeatability, 
wet braking and lengthwise aquaplaning 
were tested with precise, rail-guided spe-
cial vehicles.

• BrakIng performance
ABS full braking 80–0 km/h on wetted asphalt,  
test vehicle: Loaded Volkswagen T4. 

• lengtHwIse aquaplanIng
The critical velocity is determined in km/h  
with guided straight travel at 15% slip.

• HandlIng
The maximum average speed in km/h  
on the 1900 metre handling course. 

• cornerIng
Wetted asphalt circle, diameter: 55 metres. 
Maximum lateral acceleration in m/s².

• crosswIse aquaplanIng
Grip when driving through water in a circle.  
The crosswise acceleration is rated in m/s². 

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 34,5 m
Michelin Agilis Camping 38,6 m
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 34,1 m
Hankook Vantra 32,8 m
Marangoni E-Comm 40,9 m
Michelin Agilis + 35,2 m

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 82,0 km/h
Michelin Agilis Camping 81,9 km/h
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 87,5 km/h
Hankook Vantra 96,2 km/h
Marangoni E-Comm 82,4 km/h
Michelin Agilis + 87,1 km/h

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 64,1 km/h
Michelin Agilis Camping 62,5 km/h
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 65,2 km/h
Hankook Vantra 66,9 km/h
Marangoni E-Comm 61,2 km/h
Michelin Agilis + 63,7 km/h

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 6,63 m/s²
Michelin Agilis Camping 6,09 m/s²
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 6,97 m/s²
Hankook Vantra 6,78 m/s²
Marangoni E-Comm 6,12 m/s²
Michelin Agilis + 6,40 m/s²

Brand 215/70 R 15 C/CP
Continental Vanco Camper 3,91 m/s²
Michelin Agilis Camping 4,05 m/s²
GT Radial Maxmiler EX 4,42 m/s²
Hankook Vantra 4,68 m/s²
Marangoni E-Comm 4,12 m/s²
Michelin Agilis + 4,56 m/s²

Rating:     good     average     unsatisfactory   (see rating table on Page 6)

Tyre labelling is intended to create transpar-
ency for the consumer. But manufacturer spe-
cifications and the results of real-world te-
sting do not always match, especially since 
only few criteria are shown. Anyone that 
bases their purchase solely on consumption 
values is basically buying safety sight unseen.

Tyre labelling – whaT‘s nexT?

...................................... Thiemo Fleck

characteristics. The Agilis plus 
update from Michelin just bare-
ly missed a mark of “good”. 
Even with the best rolling re-
sistance and a well-balanced 
result as a whole, it fell behind 
in braking. 

Likewise, the tried-and-test-
ed Conti Vanco Camper 
stopped just short of a good 
mark: At the forefront in many 
major areas, in the end it  
stumbled in aquaplaning test-

ing. The attempt at all-weather 
balance also held the Michelin 
Agilis Camping back. In this 
test, however, the Marangoni 
E-Comm brought up the rear. 

Even with consistently  
acceptable performance in dry 
road conditions, not much  
grip can be expected under  
wet conditions. Despite the  
affordable price, it ends up not 
really worth recommending.

4/2013   www.promobil.de   5



  

camPer tyres (cP) Van and light truck tyres

❶ continental Vanco 
camper

❷ michelin agilis 
camping

❸ gt radial
 maxmiler eX

❹ hankook 
Vantra

❺ marangoni 
e-comm

❻ michelin 
agilis +

Prices and data Prices and data
Price (incl. VAT) 1) 148 euros 167 euros 98 euros 114 euros 110 euros  150 euros
Load and speed index 2) CP 109 R CP 109 Q M+S 109/107 S M+S 109/107 S M+S 109/107 S 109/107 Q
New tread depth (average) 9.8 mm 9.1 mm 9.5 mm 9.5 mm 9.6 mm 9.7 mm
Air pressure during driving test (front/rear) 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar
Country of manufacture Czech Republic France China Korea Italy France
Production week/year 29/2012 26/2012 8/2012 28/2012 50/2011 27/2012
Service hotline +49 18 02/22 82 82 +49 18 02/11 11 80 +49 22 41/12 39 40 +49 61 02/59 98 20 0 +49 18 02/87 87 66 +49 18 02/11 11 80

Wet driVing Performance Wet driVing Performance
Braking distance 30% 8 6 8 10 4 7
Cornering 20% 9 6 10 9 6 8
Handling based on time/subjective 20% 8 6 9 10 5 7
Lengthwise aquaplaning 10% 4 4 7 10 4 6
Crosswise aquaplaning 20% 7 8 9 10 8 10
averaged mark for wet conditions 50% 7.6 6.2 8.7 9.8 5.4 7.7

dry driVing Performance dry driVing Performance
Braking distance 40% 9 6 9 8 7 6
Lane change safety 40% 9 9 8 9 8 9
Steering response 10% 8 10 8 9 6 9
Ride comfort/interior noise 10% 8 9 6 9 8 8
averaged mark for dry conditions 40% 8.4 7.9 8.2 8.6 7.4 7.7

enVironmental rating enVironmental rating
Rolling resistance 70% 5 7 6 5 4 10
Tyre/road surface noise 30% 9 8 8 9 7 8
averaged mark for ambient conditions 10% 6.2 7.3 6.6 6.2 4.9 9.4
Strengths and weaknesses  Resilient and 

durable tyres with accep-
table wet weather cha-
racteristics. Reliable 
tyres with good braking 
values on dry asphalt. 
Best buy for frequent dri-
vers to southern areas.

 Weaknesses during 
heavy precipitation, es-
pecially in lengthwise 
aquaplaning. 

 For all weather condi-
tions: The Agilis Camping 
is a well-balanced and 
more resilient camper 
tyre with reliable perfor-
mance on curves and dry 
road surfaces. Features 
M+S marking for limited 
suitability for winter con-
ditions.

 Drawbacks particu-
larly in crosswise aqua-
planing and braking on 
dry road surfaces.

 Well-priced all-roun-
der with reliable perfor-
mance on curves on wet 
and dry track; good ra-
tings for dry braking. 
M+S logo.

 The GT Radial 
Maxmiler EX shows 
some downsides in com-
fort; tends to bounce, es-
pecially when driving 
over pavement joints. 
Loud driving noise inside.

 The new Hankook 
Vantra's shining perfor-
mance on wet road 
makes it the winner.  
It is ideally suited, with 
safety margins to spare 
during quick lane 
changes and exceptional 
vehicle balance. M+S 
logo.
  The cost of good wet 
weather characteristics  
is increased rolling resi-
stance.

 Durable tyres from 
Italy at an affordable 
price. Acceptable  
performance on dry road 
surfaces, safe during 
lane changes.
  The Marangoni 
E-Comm seemed to have 
a fear of water. The fatal 
flaw is its poor wet bra-
king performance  
and the lack of balance.  
High rolling resistance.

 New version of the 
tried-and-tested, durable 
Michelin Agilis with de-
monstrably lower rolling 
resistance. Good aqua-
planing characteristics; 
overall, tyres that provide 
pleasing performance 
and good driving stability. 

 It only showed some 
issues when ABS braking 
on wet and dry road sur-
faces. Rather high price.

overall mark Points 7.9 7.0 8.3 9.0 6.2 7.9
promobil oVerall assessment3) satisfactory satisfactory good Very good sufficient satisfactory

tested and marked: summer Tread for campers and vans                         in 215/70 r 15 c

1) Prices according to the German trade association Bundesverband Reifenhandel und Vulkaniseur-Handwerk e.V.; pricing as of 2013-02-12. 2) Load index and speed index for the tyre: M = 130 km/h; Q = 160 
km/h; R = 170 km/h; S = 180 km/h. 3) Rating of 9–10: very good; 8–9: good; 7–8: satisfactory; 6–7: sufficient; 5–6: poor; 4–5: unsatisfactory; > 4: not recommended. Highest possible number of points: 10.0. 
The percentages specify the weighting for calculating the respective averaged mark and the overall mark. 
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Optimal control with   
GT Radial tires

www.gtradial.com

Maximum safety and  

highest efficiency. 
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Technical status: October 2012.

camPer tyres (cP) Van and light truck tyres

❶ continental Vanco 
camper

❷ michelin agilis 
camping

❸ gt radial
 maxmiler eX

❹ hankook 
Vantra

❺ marangoni 
e-comm

❻ michelin 
agilis +

Prices and data Prices and data
Price (incl. VAT) 1) 148 euros 167 euros 98 euros 114 euros 110 euros  150 euros
Load and speed index 2) CP 109 R CP 109 Q M+S 109/107 S M+S 109/107 S M+S 109/107 S 109/107 Q
New tread depth (average) 9.8 mm 9.1 mm 9.5 mm 9.5 mm 9.6 mm 9.7 mm
Air pressure during driving test (front/rear) 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar 4.0/4.0 bar
Country of manufacture Czech Republic France China Korea Italy France
Production week/year 29/2012 26/2012 8/2012 28/2012 50/2011 27/2012
Service hotline +49 18 02/22 82 82 +49 18 02/11 11 80 +49 22 41/12 39 40 +49 61 02/59 98 20 0 +49 18 02/87 87 66 +49 18 02/11 11 80

Wet driVing Performance Wet driVing Performance
Braking distance 30% 8 6 8 10 4 7
Cornering 20% 9 6 10 9 6 8
Handling based on time/subjective 20% 8 6 9 10 5 7
Lengthwise aquaplaning 10% 4 4 7 10 4 6
Crosswise aquaplaning 20% 7 8 9 10 8 10
averaged mark for wet conditions 50% 7.6 6.2 8.7 9.8 5.4 7.7

dry driVing Performance dry driVing Performance
Braking distance 40% 9 6 9 8 7 6
Lane change safety 40% 9 9 8 9 8 9
Steering response 10% 8 10 8 9 6 9
Ride comfort/interior noise 10% 8 9 6 9 8 8
averaged mark for dry conditions 40% 8.4 7.9 8.2 8.6 7.4 7.7

enVironmental rating enVironmental rating
Rolling resistance 70% 5 7 6 5 4 10
Tyre/road surface noise 30% 9 8 8 9 7 8
averaged mark for ambient conditions 10% 6.2 7.3 6.6 6.2 4.9 9.4
Strengths and weaknesses  Resilient and 

durable tyres with accep-
table wet weather cha-
racteristics. Reliable 
tyres with good braking 
values on dry asphalt. 
Best buy for frequent dri-
vers to southern areas.

 Weaknesses during 
heavy precipitation, es-
pecially in lengthwise 
aquaplaning. 

 For all weather condi-
tions: The Agilis Camping 
is a well-balanced and 
more resilient camper 
tyre with reliable perfor-
mance on curves and dry 
road surfaces. Features 
M+S marking for limited 
suitability for winter con-
ditions.

 Drawbacks particu-
larly in crosswise aqua-
planing and braking on 
dry road surfaces.

 Well-priced all-roun-
der with reliable perfor-
mance on curves on wet 
and dry track; good ra-
tings for dry braking. 
M+S logo.

 The GT Radial 
Maxmiler EX shows 
some downsides in com-
fort; tends to bounce, es-
pecially when driving 
over pavement joints. 
Loud driving noise inside.

 The new Hankook 
Vantra's shining perfor-
mance on wet road 
makes it the winner.  
It is ideally suited, with 
safety margins to spare 
during quick lane 
changes and exceptional 
vehicle balance. M+S 
logo.
  The cost of good wet 
weather characteristics  
is increased rolling resi-
stance.

 Durable tyres from 
Italy at an affordable 
price. Acceptable  
performance on dry road 
surfaces, safe during 
lane changes.
  The Marangoni 
E-Comm seemed to have 
a fear of water. The fatal 
flaw is its poor wet bra-
king performance  
and the lack of balance.  
High rolling resistance.

 New version of the 
tried-and-tested, durable 
Michelin Agilis with de-
monstrably lower rolling 
resistance. Good aqua-
planing characteristics; 
overall, tyres that provide 
pleasing performance 
and good driving stability. 

 It only showed some 
issues when ABS braking 
on wet and dry road sur-
faces. Rather high price.

overall mark Points 7.9 7.0 8.3 9.0 6.2 7.9
promobil oVerall assessment3) satisfactory satisfactory good Very good sufficient satisfactory

tested and marked: summer Tread for campers and vans                         in 215/70 r 15 c
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 Optimal control with GT Radial tires

Maximum safety and highest efficiency.  
GT Radial offers the best tire for every season. 

www.gtradial.com
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